IVYBRIDGE
METHODIST CHURCH

s“aring Life

Sharing Fa'\‘\“

July/August 2019

Ve wslete




A Letter from Mark

“Son, be of good cheer;

your sins are forgiven you.”
Matthew 9:2 NKJV

| preached on this text a few weeks ago. Itis

from the passage where Jesus heals the

paralytic who’d been brought to Jesus by

faithful friends. In Mark and Luke’s accounts
they even dug through the roof to lower him at Jesus’ feet! Someone once
said if you want friends, be one! Very true! There are several essential traits
in friendship — 1. Acceptance 2. Faithfulness 3. Forgiveness 4. Presence
5. Kindness 6. Honesty 7. A sense of humour 8. Perseverance 9. Patience
10. Availability in times of trouble.

If you’ve got friends like that — you’re blessed! If you are a friend like that —
you’re amazing! Isn’t it wonderful to know despite life’s ups and downs we
have a Friend just like that! Even, as the old hymn goes,

Are we weak and heavy-laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our refuge - take it to the Lord in prayer;
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer;
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, thou wilt find a solace there.

Hopefully your human friends won’t ‘despise or forsake you’ as that is not the
definition of friendship we’d like!

It also says in that old hymn,
What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!

And it goes on to say,
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?

The truth is however wonderful our friends are and however amazing we are
at being a friend, we have One who is greater than all! We can utterly depend
on Him and know that He alone can bear our sins and griefs, unlike a human
friend. Jesus is not only there in the storms of life, He can also calm them!

How blessed we are to have such an amazing and powerful Friend who would
deign to make our acquaintance!

I'm so grateful to those of you who are friends here at IMC. | also want to
take this opportunity to thank Jenny publicly for her amazing ministry over
many years of being our Magazine editor. She has shown remarkable
commitment to the Lord through this important ministry and I’'m sure you'll
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IVYBRIDGE

Rev David Martin
No Limits - Phil and Jean Walsh

Miss Judith Walker

Rev Mark Lawrence - Communion
Prayer Service - Mrs Gill Cowsill

Mrs Jean Walsh
Rev Mark Lawrence

Rev Mark Lawrence
Rev Mark Lawrence

Rev Mark Lawrence - Communion
Taizé

Rev Mark Lawrence

Dr Phil Walsh
Rev Mark Lawrence

BITTAFORD

Local Arrangement

Mrs Mary McNaughton

Rev Mark Lawrence - Communion
Rev Simon Leigh

Rev David Youngs - Communion
Rev Mark Lawrence - Communion
Mr Mike Cade

Mr John Pointon

The speakers have been taken from Circuit Plan
and are correct to the best of the Editor’s knowledge.
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the Manse

@/ For a late summer social evening \Q’\

When? Friday 30 August

- \ \ f You are invited to / v »

What time? From 7:30 pm
What to bring? Bring some finger food and drink to share

We look forward to seeing you there!
&«U|™az «QM 0«<eV

This year we were very much aware of God
encouraging us by His word in Philippians
3:12 (NIV) - pressing on toward the
goal, not losing sight of what we have
already attained. So we are very pleased
to say, the grand total for 2019 is

£4,200

This is more than last year’s collections, and we very much appreciate all your
efforts.

Thank you and God bless
3<«...W «QM 6<Q*UH 0°UJ<Z

The dates for the next few Work Days are
13 July
August No Work Day
14 September
Work Days are from 9:30 am onwards.

Please come along to help with cleaning and
maintenance jobs to help keep our Church fit for o
purpose to serve the community. ‘

Excellent coffee and cakes from Wesley’s mid morning!!
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June News

If you have anything you would like included in the
Church News please let Judy Jago know at church,
or ring her on 894829.

It’s always lovely to start with new baby news and this time
it’s congratulations to Sharon and Colin Walling whose first
granddaughter, Isla, was born to Alex and Lauren on 10 June
weighing over 8 Ibs. She looks beautiful (I know, they all
do!!) and we send our love and congratulations to Alex and
Lauren, hoping they get some sleep soon and enjoy every
moment with their little girl.

AR Lots of congratulations in other areas too. JJ Martin has been
L) offered a post as a Production Chemist on the Isle of Man and
he moved there at the end of June. We wish you every
success JJ and hope you settle in really well, very soon.

Next on the list is congratulations to Sara Hladkij on being voted
in as Deputy Mayor of Ivybridge. No doubt this will increase your
work load Sara, but we hope it all goes well and it soon feels a
familiar role to have.

Then finally, Sue Pengilley is retiring for the second time
(11 years after her first retirement!!) from her post at the
library. She has been a familiar face to many at Bounce and
Rhyme as well as running the Read and Reminisce group held
at the library. Very best wishes for the new way of life Sue.

On 3 August Anna Davis will marry her fiancée David McGrath
in Ayrshire, Scotland. We send much love and warmest
congratulations to you both for your special day, knowing great
memories will be made. Our very best wishes too for your new
life together and all that the future will hold.

Teresa and Steve Northmore’s daughter, Sophie, is at

present using her considerable acrobatic and dance skills at

huge festival in Bregenz in Austria and will be there for 10

weeks. It sounds like a challenging work schedule and we
send best wishes to her and her acrobatic partner and prayers for continuing
strength and energy!
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Also some news from folk “we once knew”. Lizzie Bolt (now
- Robertson) and her husband Mark had a little girl, Nova Eliz-

Ca o abeth, at the end of May and all are doing well. Lizzie was a
F{ little girl of 3 when we first met her and it’s lovely to keep up

with news of her.

Many will remember Christian and Pippa Hill with Ella and ‘ .
Callum. They left IMC to enable Christian to train for the 1
Anglian ministry. The good news is he has finished his U
training and is to be ordained very soon then take up a “

position in the Salcombe parish this summer. Also Ella is
getting married this summer, so a busy time for the family
and we send our love and best wishes to you all.

Prison

We believe that no-one is beyond hope

PRISON MINISTRY EVENING

lvybridge Methodist Church
Monday 29 July 2019
7:00 —9:00 pm

Find out how you can support men and women in prison
and their families, through the work of Prison Fellowship.

Guest speakers include:
i Nick McKinnel, Bishop of Plymouth
i Jonathan Aitken, Prison Fellowship Patron
i Peter Holloway, Prison Fellowship CEO

For further information, please contact
Rolf and Viv Burnie on 07854 735895
or pfk6ll@gmail.com



mailto:pfk611@gmail.com

BOOK REVIEW

The Book That Made Your World, How the Bible created
the soul of western civilization by Vishal Mangalwadi.
Published by Thomas Nelson 2011.

When | was given this book | had no idea what to expect.
| was not disappointed and found it imminently readable
and fascinating. It started by contrasting the worldviews
of different religions such as the nihilism of Buddism and

the fatalism of Hinduism and Islam with the hope and
faith of Judeo Christianity as found in the Bible. One reviewer said this about
this book, “Read this book for a rich history lesson and a moving reminder of
how the Bible has empowered freedom, education, technology, science, and
the very soul of western civilisation. Vishal has a unique way of bridging the
gap from the East to the West, speaking with prophetic alarm about what
civilisation will face if it forgets the Bible’s positive influence and foundational
value.” Rob Hoskins, CEO OneHope.

| learnt more about how reading and adhering to what it says in the Bible,
when deeply rooted in communities through faith, was transformational to
societies through history and still is today. That our western society was built
on a faith in a living God and that this foundational legacy is largely unknown
to so many people; that they do not know that the riches they enjoy in society
today was on the back of the faithful before them. Education, health care,
creative arts, music, industry, charitable organisations etc all prospered in the
hands of the faithful, inspired because God the Creator loved us first and
Jesus the Son gave His life for us. Through colonialism the western biblical
influences spread to other parts of the world and Vishal gives many compelling
examples demonstrating that Christianity was often the root cause of good
and innovative changes to societies and was not just ‘Bible Bashing’.

5/e—-Z 'Xm4‘¢-QR

Mid-week Holy Communion
First Tuesday of each month
1:30-2:00 pm in the Concourse

Service led by
Rev Mark Lawrence



Royal National Institute for the Blind m

Charity Concert

lvybridge Methodist Church
Friday 13 September 2019 @ 7:00 pm

Kingsmen Harmony Chorus
Manor School Choir
Mandolin Ensemble of Modbury
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The KINGSMEN HARMONY CHORUS is a renowned four part harmony
chorus from the South Hams who perform to audiences in the
South West of England and recently on tour in Europe and the USA.
The Chorus have chosen the RNIB as their primary charity for 2019 and
will be performing during this concert to raise money for the RNIB.

The evening will include the Manor School (lvybridge) Choir and
the beautiful strings of the Mandolin Ensemble of Modbury.

Tickets - Adult £7.50 / Family ticket (2+2) £15.00 / Under 12’s £2.50

Available from -
Ivybridge Watermark Box Office @
Erme Court, Leonards Road, Ivybridge, PL21 0SZ

or telephone the Box Office on 01752 892220
or online: ivybridgewatermark.co.uk

Tickets will be on sale at the Methodist Church on the evening
of the Concert subject to availability of seating.

ALL FUNDS RAISED WILL GO TO THE RNIB (IVYBRIDGE)
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Wise and Wonderful

We meet fortnightly in the IMC Café: see dates below.
Meetings are on Fridays, from 2:30 until 4:00 pm
with a charge of £1 each time

Summer 2019

5 July
Mission Aviation Fellowship

with Christopher Frost

19 July
Visit to Saint Luke's Church, Buckfastleigh

We are an open fellowship, and look forward to your visit.
Please note that, if you would like to come out with us on 19 July,
you need to book in plenty of time.

Please contact one of us for more information:
Val 893614
Maureen
Sara 894198
Judy 894829
Sue 896444
Christine and David 892858

Board games wanted for
Wired

If anyone has any board games at
home that they no longer play, ie
Scrabble, Upwords, Kerplunk, Hungry
Hippos etc, we could make good use of
them at Wired Youth Group.

Ideally we are looking for games that don’t require too long to play, but any
contributions would be very welcome.

If you have can you please let me have them. Thank you.

3.uW %™!Qb
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF DAY CARE ...

The Filo Project, a not-for-profit organisation,
will soon be offering small-group day care in
the Ivybridge area. The service supports older
individuals who are socially and intellectually
isolated, most of whom are experiencing
symptoms associated with mild to moderate
dementia.

The

Filo
Project

A day with the Filo Project begins when clients
are collected from their own home by a host.
Clients will spend the day in the host’s home from approximately
10:00 am-4:00 pm. With group sizes generally limited to a maximum of four,
clients are able to gain confidence, make friends, exchange laughter and
share experiences. A home cooked lunch is provided and the day is free
flowing, varied and dependent on the personalities and interests of the
clients in each group.

Community Interest Company

The Filo Project is now recruiting hosts.

The Filo Project is looking for intelligent, versatile and empathetic part-time
hosts to meaningfully occupying and engage with a maximum of four older
people in their own home. Hosts are required to cook lunch, an important
part of the day.

Hosts require a full driving licence and access to a 5-door car. Your home
must have a downstairs toilet and have reasonably easy/level access.
Experience is not essential, however hosts must be: a good listener, gentle,
able to ‘read’ people well, a creative thinker, understanding, and have a
willingness and openness to learn from clients.

For further information, please contact us on 01392 982138
or info@thefiloproject.co.uk or visit our website www.thefiloproject.co.uk

A day with The Filo Project lasts more than just a day

Churches Together in Ivybridge

Taizé Service
at IMC on

Sunday 4 August 2
t630pm alze
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POP UP CAFE

A NEW COMMUNITY CAFE FOR
BITTAFORD

Homemade Cakes - incl Gluten Free

Quality Teas and Coffees

Children’s Play Corner and it’s all

FREE!
Saturday 13 July

10:00 am - 12:00 pm
at Bittaford Methodist Church

What is Pop Up Café all about? k..—/ i

The Pop Up Café will provide something new for

the village and will be a place to meet friends and get to know other people
from within the village and local area. It is run by local people with a heart to
bless their community. We will advertise future dates for the Café and any
other ideas for Pop Up community projects after July.

Although we are currently doing a café, ultimately its about a heart of mission
for Bittaford and we are open to any other things the Lord might lead us into.
However, we see the café as a great way of providing a place for people who
live in the local community to gather and to help build relationships - it is
through the building of these relationships that other things may spawn.
Therefore it is quite different from a church coffee morning for the purposes of
gathering the church socially - instead we are seeking to be a blessing to

ﬂ
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people in the local community, some of whom will be lonely or isolated and
most of whom have no connection to church.

Susan and myself, plus the Vineyard life group we lead, are co-ordinating the
outreach - but we would love people with a heart for Bittaford and who
support this kind of vision to join us. We have a particular need for volunteer
cake bakers (homemade cakes, not donations of off-the-shelf cakes from
supermarkets). And of course we are so thankful for how the Methodist
Church has supported this outreach and offered the use of the chapel

For more details, please feel free to contact me on 07540 242512, or
alternatively via email: jonathan.bell@plymouthvineyard.org.uk

-« QDfK<Z %pxW

Methodists Enjoying Life Together

Skittles and Games Evening
Saturday 13 July 5:00-8:00 pm
in the Church

Including a pasty supper.

N

o P
)
-~

This is an ideal event for families, friends and neighbours.
Tickets on sale soon.

Advanced Notices

Autumn event date TBA
Quiz probably at Rugby Club

Saturday 11 January 2020
IMC'S GOT TALENT !!!
An evening not to be missed.
Start rehearsing your act now!
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Christmas Angels

S

Last year’s 500!

After last year’s amazing success of distributing the angels around Ivybridge,
the stewards have requested that we ‘do’ this project again. So, those of you
that participated last year perhaps you could start getting those needles out
again, and if you didn’t then maybe you could get involved this year.

The Aim: To share God’s love and to bless the community we live in with
a free Christmas decoration that comes with a message of hope at
Christmas-time.

The Idea: Knit lots of angel decorations, attach a message of Christmas hope,
and in one co-ordinated event leave them in (hopefully) hundreds of locations
across our community for people to find (this is known as “yarn bombing”).

Where did the idea originate? We got the idea from a friend of mine whose
church in Fleet, Hampshire joined in last year (she is Sue Butterfield, who used
to live in lvybridge, so many of you probably know her). However, the idea
originally came from the North Shields and Whitley Bay Methodist Circuit near
Newcastle. In the past three years they (and churches like ours across the
country) have knitted over 70,000 angels, and some of them have turned up as
far away as South Africal

What do we want you to do? Get yourself and your friends knitting angels —
we need hundreds of them! Last year we made over 500!

Where do | get a pattern for the angels? There are already hard copies of the
knitting pattern available on the noticeboard in the Concourse at church, or
you can download an electronic copy from:
http://www.christmasangel.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Christmas-
Angel.pdf
or if you prefer crocheting, then you can download a crochet pattern from:

http://www.christmasangel.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Christmas-
Angels-Crochet-Pattern.pdf
—
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http://www.christmasangel.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Christmas-Angel.pdf
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http://www.christmasangel.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Christmas-Angels-Crochet-Pattern.pdf

What will we do? We will collect the angels from all you avid knitters (there
will be a collection box in the Concourse at church from November onwards),
and we’ll print and attach the Christmas message labels; then on a date in the
few weeks before Christmas we will organise the yarn bombing. If you want
to be a part of this, please let us know and we’ll rope you in! At the time of
writing the exact date for the bombing has not yet been agreed. We will also
register our project with the original scheme so that it will be part of this much
bigger venture.

Happy Knitting
1Lm™h 5¢DO
Tel. 01752 690031

IVYBRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH

5@ S of

7T aUSE
Sunday 18 August 2019
at 6:30 pm

Accompanied by the organ and singers.
Your favourite Hymns and Songs in café style worship,
with coffee/tea and cakes.

If you can bring a cake or biscuits that would be great.

All welcome
We look forward to seeing you.
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Let the children come to Me, and do not hinder them

A week rarely passes in Cambodia when the national
press does not report a crime perpetrated against a
child. There is the occasional high-profile case involving
a sexual predator from outside the country but most
crimes are committed by Cambodians.

On 24 May, a villager in Prey Veng province found the body of a nine-year-old
child floating in a pond. Police suspect that the child was killed after she was
sexually assaulted. Then, five days later, the bloodied bodies of two children
were found by their father at their home in Preah Sihanouk province. A
suspect accused of raping one of the children and killing them both was
caught by police after he spent four days on the run.

Many children are vulnerable because their parents work far away and they
have no choice but to leave their children at home or with relatives.

Cambodian children can become victims of physical, sexual and emotional
violence, neglect and exploitation, made to work or forced into marriage.

The statistics are gruesome. For example,

X 1in 2 girls and boys report experiencing physical violence;

X 1 in 2 girls and boys aged 13 to 17 report experiencing ‘severe
physical violence’;

X 43% of boys report being beaten or physically punished at school by a
teacher or head teacher;

X 23% of females and 6.5% of males (aged 18-49) report being married
before the age of 18 with prevalence as high as 59% of girls married
before age 18 in one district;

X Among four million children aged 15-17 years, 19% are child
labourers and among them, 6% work in hazardous occupations.

Please pray:

j for the protection of vulnerable children;

] for improvements in living standards that will reduce the need for
children to be left alone or put to work;

] for children who experience physical bullying at school or emotional
bullying through social media;

] for churches and Christian organisations to be used to bring God’s
healing to children and families;

] for the transformation of society by the power of the gospel.

OF‘'Ua &Re<"'’
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Cambodian Taster Evening
in aid of Ivybridge Youth for Christ

Where: Ivybridge Methodist Church Hall
When: 6:30 pm on Saturday 7 September 2019
What: Photographs, information and a simple Cambodian meal

|Vybridge Tickets: Adults £10 / Students £5

YOUTH Get your tickets by 1st September from
FOR CHRIST kate.duckering@gmail.com

The Chapel on the Hill, Bittaford

We shared in the March Newsletter about
the progress of Bittaford Chapel and now
have further exciting things to share

We were so pleased to welcome Chris
Adams into membership last week bringing
the membership up to 17. Praise God!

Also we have been really blessed by the vision of Jonathan and Susan Bell
from the Plymouth Vineyard Fellowship who have started a Pop-up Café in
the Chapel on a Saturday once a month. It was wonderful to see many people
from the community coming into the chapel and enjoying the pretty spectacle
of café tables, pretty cloths and flowers as well as yummy cakes and good
coffee. They are intending doing another one on 13 July from 10:00 am to
12 noon and also on Saturday 14 September.

They are also going to join us in partnership to run an Alpha Course in
September on a Wednesday evening, starting 25 September at 7:30 pm. This
is a great opportunity to invite along any enquiring hearts to openly discuss
faith and find out who Jesus is. Please start praying for anyone you know who
might be open to an invitation to come along to explore spiritual things.
Please let Mark or Rachel French know of anyone interested in joining the
Alpha course in September.

Bittaford Methodist Chapel is also hosting a Summer Fayre on Saturday 31
August at 2.00 pm. Neil Bailey and the Meltones are fronting the music and
there will be cream teas and stalls. Please come along and support us and
enjoy the last of the summer moments.
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Year of Testimony

The Methodist Church has designated
the church year 2019/2020 as a year of
testimony. During this time we are
encouraged to share testimonies and stories
of what God has done in our lives to
encourage each other and to enable people
to share their faith with others. | would like to invite as many of you as
possible to write down a testimony or story and send them to me - it might be
the story of how you came to be a Christian, or something that God has done
in your life since - an answer to prayer, a healing or a way He has changed you.
| want to gather as many testimonies as possible to share - some will go in the
magazine over the year and some will be invited to share their story in a
service. We will be seeking to include two minute testimonies during services
over the year so they don't need to be very long. Please be sure to add your
name so that we know who it is from.

You can email them to me at markcarolyn1983@gmail.com or put a hard copy
in my pigeon hole or through our door.

If you need help with writing out your Christian story, contact me and | can
give you a sheet with some pointer questions to help focus your mind.

| look forward to hearing from you.

&«U|™az

Advanced Notice
Parenting Course

Just to give advanced notice that Carolyn

parenting and Mark will be running a parenting

B course in the new year - this will be held
children at the Manse, once a month for six months
B ona Friday evenings.

More information to follow, but if you think you
might be interested please let us know so we can
start a list!

markcarolyn1983@gmail.com
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Prayer Morning
Saturday 3 August 2019
9:30 am —12:30 pm IMC

Everyone is invited to come and savour a
quiet time of ‘Waiting on the Lord!’

Prayer

Conversation with God

The morning offers an opportunity for quiet individual meditative prayer
and the hope is that whether you stay for 10 minutes or the whole morning
you will feel enabled to spend some time in God’s presence
and will leave with a sense of His peace in your heart.

Various prayer stations will be set up to help you focus on different
themes but if you prefer just to sit quietly and soak in the atmosphere,
listen to some quiet, gentle music and simply ‘be’, then that is fine.

The church will be open from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm, so do pop in at any time.

A message regarding Sunday Flowers

The flower team believe it would be nice to
reintroduce the idea of having the flowers on a
Sunday to celebrate a special occasion or in
remembrance of someone.

If you would like to participate in this then please ask
the person due to arrange the flowers on your chosen
date and donate an amount you would like to spend. If
you would like to put an announcement on the weekly news
sheet then Treve Mitchell is happy to do so, if you contact
him at the latest on the Wednesday before the Sunday service.

A flower rota will be available to view on the notice board in the vestibule.
This service would commence in September.

Please let us know if you are interested.

/[-QG?'h 5'LM 3<Y 0QWJe7'Ch
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Minister:

Ch u rCh Rev Mark Lawrence Tel: 01752-651910

email: revmark@live.co.uk

CO nta Cts Senior Stewards:

Mr Reg Marriott Tel: 01752 893614
Mrs Alison White Tel: 01752 691039

Room Bookings:
John and Pam Montgomery
Tel: 01752 894083
email: imcbookings@gmail.com

House Group Information:
Mrs Helen Maddaford Tel: 01752 892810

Youth Work:
Mr Phil Blunt Tel: 07816 910152

Prayer Line
07801 956695

If you have any items for the

September Newsletter
please get them to the Editor by
Saturday 10 August
at the latest please.

Tel: 01752 892341
email: imc33chris@gmail.com

Visit our website at
www.ivybridgemethodistchurch.co.uk

If you wish to contact Tony regarding the website
you can do so at mrmerrit@icloud.com




