
Apologies for absence
Hazel Baker, Lindsey Reid, Christine Phillips, Paul Courtney, David Bithell, Chris Gentle

The meeting was opened with prayer

The minutes of the meeting of the 19th June 2017 were accepted and signed.

New appointments
Sandra Dudley was appointed as secretary to the Church Council.
4 Congregational Representatives (Madeleine Allen, Steve Gill, Maureen Scoble and Ken 
Potter), were accepted.

The two joint Senior Stewards, David Moulder and Dawn Martin, retired. Two replacements, 
Tony Merriman and Chris Gentle, were both appointed.
All the Stewards were thanked for their work.

Property Committee
The Chairman, Chris Phillips, reported on the state of our building (which is insured for £7.2M). 
He was prepared to continue in the role, which the membership agreed.

Membership Secretary
Carole Mitchell was content to continue in this role and the membership agreed.

Church Administrator 
Val Marriott was happy to continue and was accepted.

Youth Committee Chairman
Andy Phillips was happy to continue and was accepted.

Independent Examiner
Chris Bailey was content to continue in this role and this was agreed by the membership.

Reports
The Treasurer, Andrew Lawrie gave a report on the Church finances and thanked a variety of 
people. Gift Aid increased significantly; rental income too.
Spending was down £5000, partly due to deferring spending on heating.
Donations were up by about £600, mainly bone persona and mainly to Albania.
Our donations largely go through the Methodist system.
Significant sums have been spent on the building recently, mainly on the heating. Our reserves 
are fine, although slightly below the recommended figure and will be made worse by an 
imminent insurance bill. There were no questions or comments.

The Chairman of the Property Committee, Chris Phillips, reported there had been a free 
heating review, a replacement boiler and heaters made to work more efficiently. Three heaters 
are 35 years old (10 years past their replacement date). The top of the tower was repointed. 
The bottom will be repointed.
The lift towards the rear of the Church buildings remains unrepaired. The lift in the Church 
Foyer costs £1500 in annual maintenance but needs another £2500. 
Lighting replacement is scheduled at £4000. Without the volunteers, costs would increase by 
£5-10,000.
The Church is seen as a community resource.

Other reports are posted. A request was made for a volunteer to support the Girls Brigade
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A report from Phil is to be added to the minutes.

The Minister, Mark Lawrence, reported that there had been a year of activities and 
achievements. He gave thanks to the catering team for Alpha. Mark is to be padre of the Air 
Training Corps. 300 schoolchildren and families come for a service, though not yet Ivvbridge 
Community College.
There are plans for a trip to Kenya. Mark encouraged the membership, that this will be a great 
opportunity to grow in their faith, in conjunction with African Churches.
Mark plans for an Autumn 2019 Church Away Week. He encouraged the membership to make 
more disciples!
As there are lots of opportunities to get publicity in local magazines he asked for help for 
someone to act a publicity manager.
He encouraged all adherents to come into full membership. Increased membership strengthens
our position within Methodism and to get replacement ministers. Some never knew about 
membership, so Mark will encourage the congregation during future services.

Mark closed the meeting with prayer and with the grace.

Attendance:
A sheet was circulated to collect the names of those present and apologies included.


